
EXECUTIVE SUMMARIES FOR CATEGORY CI 
2022-2023 GRANT AWARDS 

 
Aequalis, Inc. dba The Core Ensemble 
 
Our project will unfold in three time periods: fall (Hispanic Heritage programs), winter 
(MLK/Black History programs) and spring (Women's History programs). All grant dollars will 
be used to support artist fees. “Music Theatre for a Diverse Community” will remove 
accessibility barriers by offering cultural programs to economically challenged audiences and 
geographically and culturally isolated communities at no cost. Because of the subject matter 
of our productions, our performances attract a highly diverse audience.  
 
Community partners welcome the opportunity to celebrate Hispanic Heritage Month, the 
MLK Jr. Holiday, Black History Month, Women’s history Month and Pride events by offering 
our shows to their constituents. Programs may be offered live or virtually. Educational 
organizations will receive a Study Guide one month in advance of the program; others will 
receive publicity and program materials 6 weeks in advance. In the case of virtual 
performances, artists will be present for live Zoom interactions before the show and to lead a 
discussion after the performance. 
 
Amount Awarded: $15,408 
 
Arts4All Florida, Inc.  
 
Contemporary Dance Residencies – Forest Hill Elementary School and Connections 
Education Center of the Palm Beach students, taught by Kali DeCarlo and Palm Beach 
Gardens High School students, taught by Kathleen Kenny will learn the basics of 
contemporary dance provided to 14 different classes in 30-minute sessions one day each 
week over eight to twenty-six weeks, improving their self-esteem and ability to present 
themselves.  Selected students will learn choreography to perform at the Showcase, and Bak 
MSOA's "Young Dancers in Concert".    
  
Drama Residency - Each day for one-week, Professional Actress, Joette Paulone, will teach 
five Deaf and Hard of Hearing classes at Indian Pines Elementary School.  Drama sessions 
range from thirty to ninety minutes based on grade levels.  Students will learn the basics of 
theatre and create a play which they will perform at the school for their teachers, parents and 
peers.  Palm Springs Middle and John I. Leonard High School students will have a one and a 
half-hour self-esteem workshop.     
 
The Showcase – The Showcase gives an opportunity for children and adults of all abilities to 
perform on a professional stage in front of an audience of their family, friends, school faculty 
and staff, peers and the general public.  
 
Amount Awarded: $15,004 
 
Benzaiten Center for Creative Arts, Inc.  
 
The Benzaiten Center values the many ways engagement with the arts brings families 
together and introduces learning skills to children and teens who may not have access to 
hands -on art programs.  We believe offering glass art classes to families will help families 
bond while opening a world of creative possibilities to children and teens.  This grant will help 



fund the teaching artists who work one-on-one with each student, glass supplies for the 
classes and marketing the program. We want adults, children and teens to try their hand at 
glass art and have a great time too! The Benzaiten Center realizes the many ways 
engagement with the arts introduces learning skills to all students. The fact that many 
families do not have access to hands-on art projects for a multitude of reasons makes this 
experience very special for children and families. Benzaiten believes offering glass classes to 
families opens a world of creative possibilities to them. Benzaiten artists value the creative 
processes and want to share their passion for glass art with others. 
 
Amount Awarded: $14,117 
 
Boynton Cultural Centre, Inc. dba Schoolhouse Children’s Museum & Learning 
Center 
 
Kids & Culture will broaden the experience of a longstanding SCM outdoor event. The 
reimagined event, Museum Family Fun Day, will include cultural offerings through 
performances, arts and crafts, outdoor activities and refreshments. The day will provide stage 
performances, free workshops by SCM’s music and dance instructors, visits from real and 
fictional superheroes and more. Kids & Culture will also support 2022-23 music classes at the 
Museum.  Stage performances by local performing arts organizations will be staged 
throughout the event.   
 
Kids & Culture is designed to introduce a variety of arts and culture experiences to local 
children. Exposure to these cultural opportunities will be beneficial to children’s cognitive, 
social, emotional, and physical development as they encounter new experiences and 
materials, interact and experiment with them and ultimately claim them as their own. 
Variety in the cultural programming offered by the Museum leads to a greater awareness of 
the range of opportunities within our community’s culture, encouraging people to continue 
to seek out what they most enjoy. With multiple options available, children will find their 
favorites and see themselves as knowledgeable, and valued, members of the arts and culture 
community. 
 
Amount Awarded: $13,956 
 
Caribbean-American for Community Involvement in Florida Inc. 
 
Caribbean American for Community Involvement in Florida, Inc. (CAFCI) will be having two 
free events, in 2023.  The events are Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day Celebration, to be held on 
January 16, 2023, at the Royal Palm Beach Cultural Center; and Cultural Diversity Day, a kind 
of festival, to be held at Veterans Park, Royal Palm Beach, in May 2023.  The funds from this 
grant will help to finance items such as performances, technician fees, advertisement, and 
printing.  This is an on-stage event that the people in Royal Palm Beach and neighboring 
communities have looked forward to attending over the last 20 years.   
 
Cultural Diversity Day is an outdoor event in the form of a festival.  This event is scheduled to 
occur a Saturday in May 2023, from about 12:00 to sundown, at the Veterans Park in Royal 
Palm Beach.  Among the day's attractions will be music and dances, singing, poetry, along 
with food and artifacts from various cultures.   This event also features a bounce house and 
face painting along with a DJ. 
 
For both events we seek out local talented artists, some of them very young, who are trying 
to showcase their artistic talents.  Both events are free and open to the public allowing any 



and all minority groups including the mentally and physically challenged to come in and 
enjoy the wonderful artistic presentations.  Both programs are family-friendly and will 
continue to have an impact on our community and the surrounding communities as people 
enjoy attending our functions and learning and growing while looking forward to the next 
year's event. 
 
Amount Awarded: $4,249 
 
Center for Creative Education, Inc. 
 
CCE proposes to deliver creative, academically aligned art education programs open to any 
student in K-4th grade during breaks from school. CCE provides evidence-based education 
to enhance creative practice, social-emotional wellbeing, and on-grade reading proficiency 
to underserved students living in low-income communities. If awarded, CCE will use the 
grant to pay for assistant teachers, IT software, and internet access for 180 kids to go to spring 
break camp and the Summer Academy.  
 
Our goal is that students will participate in one community collaboration with local art and 
cultural organization throughout the Summer Academy, culminating in an 
exhibition/performance at the end of the program. The program's impact is getting children 
to read on grade level by the third grade. CCE tracks and evaluates our processes and 
outcomes to validate its work, demonstrate student achievement, and enhance curriculum 
and SEL development year over year. Knowing the program's results and the impact on the 
child, families, and community is critical to combat illiteracy, low self- esteem, 
disengagement, alternative, negative behaviors, drop-out rate, and long-term 
intergenerational poverty.  
 
Amount Awarded: $15,004 
 
Dance Theater of Florida, Inc.  
 
Dance Theater of Florida will be performing an abridged version of the Nutcracker as an 
outreach program for Elementary Schools. We have offered free tickets and we are covering 
transportation cost for all Title 1 schools that are attending. The grant money received from 
the Cultural Council will be used to cover the cost of Theater rental and Outside Artistic 
services. 
 
Because art is inspirational, we have several intended impacts for our program. First, we will 
provide the dancers in our company the opportunity to enjoy the benefits of preparing for 
and participating in a professional dance performance. Watching young artists perform who 
are on the cusp of a professional career is transcendent. We also know from our experience 
and research that even dancers who go on to pursue careers in other fields reap many 
benefits from their performance experiences. Finally, we hope to inspire our entire 
community. Especially in today's climate, the country's future depends on inter-community 
connections and an increased understanding between people who may have little in 
common on the surface. Dance transcends age, language and socio-economic levels with a 
long history of bringing people together across boundaries.  
 
Amount Awarded: $9,680.00 
 
 
 



Delray Beach Arts, Inc. 
 
Serving a diverse demographic of individuals who share a love for garlic, music, and art, the 
South Florida Garlic Fest provides the local community with a multi-cultural, family friendly 
festival while showcasing live entertainment and a diverse offering of visual artists in a variety 
of interactive exhibits.  Our grant request each year always goes towards the cost of the 
professional, mobile weatherproof stage, concert sound and lighting. This stage is required to 
be capable of holding intricate lighting rigs, has incredibly strong sound wing extensions, is 
high wind resistant, large load bearing capable, and weatherproof to protect artists and their 
equipment from Florida showers and sun. The upgraded stage enhances the entertainment 
quality of music for both attendees and artists. 
 
Amount Awarded: $14,601.00 
 
Delray Beach Chorale dba Schola Cantorum of Florida 
 
Grant dollars will be spent for Artistic and Technical services for concerts during the 2022-
2023 Season.  This is a vital assistance for the continuation of Schola as we continue to push 
forward post Covid pandemic and build choir and audience members.   
 
It is the hope of Schola Cantorum of Florida to develop its audience through expanded 
involvement in its community, namely collaborative performances, so that its mission 
statement is accomplished. This season will continue the strive to present inspiring 
performances to raise awareness of the art of choral singing and enhance the education of 
such. It will continue its earnest efforts to promote concerts and impact numerous 
communities in Palm Beach County; from the elderly to school-age children.  Ultimately, 
SCOF’s desire is that every piece performed speaks to its listeners in ways that elicit 
thoughtful and reflective personal insight to profoundly enrich every participant. 
 
Amount Awarded: $4,517 
 
Digital Vibez, Inc.   
 
To combat childhood obesity, Digital Vibez invites youth to dance, have fun and become 
more physically active. KidsFit Jamathon is a 3-hour fun-filled event that provides activities 
ranging from physically challenging games, dance competitions, obstacle courses, and 
allows participants to be onstage to perform for everyone! Grant dollars will be utilized for the 
venue. KidsFit Jamathon is designed to combat childhood obesity by fostering a love of 
fitness and teaching children at an early age how to incorporate physical activity and healthy 
behaviors into their everyday lives. This grant will be used toward our 12th annual KidsFit 
Jamathon on July 27, 2023. This annual event is all about dance fitness and health education! 
Each year we bring in thousands of participants from all over Palm Beach County to inspire 
them to get active and lead to healthy lives. 
 
Amount Awarded: $13,714 
 
Fiesta de Pueblo, Inc. 
 
Fiesta de Pueblo will deliver children's art programs to underserved youth, ages 7 to 13, who 
qualify for free and reduced lunch programs in the Westgate and Greenacres communities. 
In this program's first year, 16 courses in traditional dance, singing, music, and painting 



representing a Latin American country will be offered throughout the year.  The organization 
will offer 16 different courses year-round at the Florida Hispanic American Chamber of 
Commerce and partners' locations in and near Lake Worth, Florida. All course offerings will 
represent a traditional dance, song, or visual representation from a Latin American country.  
The enrolled students will learn various art forms, get hands-on exercises and practice their 
new skills to proficiency.  
 
Amount Awarded: $4,250 
 
Lake Worth Cultural Renaissance Foundation 
 
This Dia De Los Muertos community event highlights the different cultural aspects of the 
popular Central American Day of the Dead holiday with artistic displays, music, dance 
performances and ethnic cuisine. Utilizing partnerships with local nonprofits such as the 
Palm Beach County Cultural Council and the Guatemalan Mayan Center of Lake Worth, this 
year’s event will target local artists to assist with building large puppets and kites for the 
walking parade.  Local Lake Worth artists will be commissioned to build and decorate 
traditional Day of the Dead “ofrendas” (altar). These ofrendas tell a story of the celebration of 
someone or somethings life. Artists will display and sell various pieces that go along with the 
event theme such as sugar skulls, day of the dead masks, traditional weaved and 
embroidered items, woodworkings and other traditional Hispanic artwork.  
 
Live entertainment on the main stage will range from a Mariachi Band, Marimba Music, 
dancing from Bolivianos de W.P.B., Peruvian Dance Club, Belize Warrior Dancers, Mexico 
Magico and a performance skit from the Downtown Dance Company highlighting traditional 
Mayan dances. This year as a part of the event, LULA staff commissioned local artist, Glayson 
Leroy, to assist in the painting of a mural that will be semi-permanent around the perimeter 
of the HATCH 1121 building.   Face painters will be on hand to paint children’s faces as 
skeletons.  A local crafter’s guild sponsored by the Rotary Club will assist in the coordination 
of several “craft booths” that would allow children from the neighborhoods as well as visitors’ 
to paint or design their own skulls and marigold flowers. 
 
Amount Awarded: $4,679 
 
Martin Luther King Jr. Coordinating Committee of West Palm Beach Inc. 
 
MLKCC in our 42nd year, 2023, will offer public events on Dr. King’s January Birthday and 11 
other dates to expand artistic, cultural, and educational outreach for students, families, 
residents, and tourists, based on the ideals that Dr. King lived. Martin Luther King Jr. 
Coordinating Committee (MLKCC) Celebrations in January and subsequent MLKCC events 
held throughout the year serve to expand artistic, cultural, and educational programs for 
students, families, residents, and tourists, centered around the principals by which Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. lived.  
 
The Martin Luther King Landmark Memorial Park is a focal point for many of the events and 
celebrations and is considered one of the major cultural sites in Palm Beach County. The 
Landmark Memorial Park is one of the brightest stars in the cap of MLKCC, founders of the 
park. Because of its African American, historical, and cultural importance, and its location on 
the intracoastal where citizens and tourists congregate, we expect to expand our outreach 
programs to include more of our greatly diverse population.  
 



The art, oratory, essay and performing arts contest we hold in January have been adopted by 
the Palm Beach County School District to target students in grades K-12, The Jewish 
Federation and Women’s International League for Peace and Freedom also assist in 
promoting student participation. Our education and outreach efforts are expected to 
continue to reach students and help them to learn about (1) Dr. King, his principles, and his 
teaching; (2) multiculturalism and respect for diversity; and (3) the cultural arts. The Artistic, 
Cultural and Educational Performance Series has resulted in the discovery and enhancement 
of leadership and artistic talents of the students involved in the various MLKCC contest. 
Participation in the annual events grows each year and impacts the cultural heritage of the 
county and assists in achieving a focused move toward racial reconciliation among all 
citizens. 
 
Amount Awarded: $5,055 
 
Milagro Foundation, Inc. dba Milagro Center 
 
Milagro Center’s Goodstock featuring the “Showcase Under the Stars” performance event 
provides a platform for our students and staff to display their artistic and musical talents 
while bringing a high-quality cultural arts event to the heart of the most underserved 
community in southern Palm Beach County. The event will most likely take place in 
February, 2023, and it will be held in our outdoor Community Art Garden (which is located on 
the land between our Junior Teen and Teen Centers). 
 
Our goal is to expand cultural activities for our community residents to further experience 
and embrace cultural arts. We plan to diversify our event next year by including “hands-on” 
interactive art projects and a drum circle. Our audience is primarily underserved citizens who 
live at or below the poverty line in southern Palm Beach County from northern Boca Raton to 
southern Boynton Beach. Through this event and other events, we hope to continue 
empowering and motivating underserved students to improve their academic skills. Further, 
we hope our events will encourage parent participation to further encourage parent 
engagement to promote parent’s active involvement in their child’s academic journey. 
 
Amount Awarded: $14,682 
 
Nat King Cole Generation Hope, Inc. 
 
Elementary, Middle and High school orchestra students from across Palm Beach County, 
representing diverse cultural and ethnic backgrounds, will attend Summer Strings at Lynn 
University. Students receive instruction from Lynn Conservatory of Music mentors, PBC 
School District orchestra directors and Summer Strings alumni. The string music camp 
culminates with a free community concert, hosting 300+ guests each year. 
 
Nat King Cole Generation Hope, Inc., provides equal access to music instruction, mentorship 
and resources for underserved, economically disadvantaged youth in under resourced 
communities. The organization addresses the predicaments of many in the public education 
systems whose schools lack funding for enrichment, parents who cannot afford lessons or to 
buy/rent instruments, and talented music teachers who do so much with so little. Nat King 
Cole Generation Hope ultimately supports the child, the music instructor, and the school. 
 
Amount Awarded: $14,762 
 
 



 
The Palm Beach Shakepeare Festival, Inc.  
 
Shakespeare by the Sea is an annual, free outdoor professional production of William 
Shakespeare's play, Measure for Measure. It will run for two weeks in July in Jupiter, and 
another four-night weekend in Royal Palm Beach as Shakespeare by the Palms. Visitors of all 
ages and socioeconomic status are invited to bring a beach chair and a picnic basket to enjoy 
the show. Grant funds will cover fees for professional artistic and technical direction, and 
print/online advertising.  
 
The play itself takes place July 2023, during a time when families and children have fewer 
cultural offerings in the area, and time to come out and enjoy a free, professional play 
presented in an accessible fashion. Shakespeare by the Sea and Palms are targeted to South 
Florida families and residents looking for affordable, professional entertainment and a fun 
evening out. The production is expected to reach approximately 10,000 participants within its 
three-week, twelve-night run. The production addresses the need for affordable, professional 
theater during the off-season summer period. Classic works are made affordable and 
approachable with free admission, and a comfortable, relaxed outdoor environment. Many 
underserved families could not afford to take their families or children to see a theatrical 
production of classic works without Shakespeare by the Sea. Additionally, presenting 
Shakespeare as an entertaining evening, as opposed to mandatory literature, makes it more 
accessible. Many audience members express that Shakespeare by the Sea is their first 
experience with live theater. 
 
Amount Awarded: $4,840 
 
Resource Depot Inc. 
 
The GalleRE at Resource Depot supports and exhibits regional artists that incorporate the 
reuse of materials into various art forms, elevating creative reuse/upcycling as a relevant art 
medium while promoting behavior change towards sustainability. Through educational 
programming, stARter project kits, workshops, tours and talks, The GalleRE serves as a 
teaching tool to encourage our community to conserve resources while promoting new ways 
to experience the intersection of art and environment. When possible, video content will 
accompany each exhibition and shared via website and social media.  All 400 stARTer kits will 
be distributed as they are completed through September 2023.   
 
Amount Awarded: $15,246 
 
Shakespeare Troupe Inc., 
 
Shakespeare Troupe finds an existing base of young talent to draw from, and an advisory 
body of educational professionals to present the correct marketing posture for success. With 
the Academy's assurance that the age group 11-18 years is do-able as a single group, pricing 
for the classes will be commensurate with other established programs. Grant dollars will be 
spent almost exclusively for the employment of classical teaching artists. The goal is to 
produce readings and workshops for the public, allowing professional actors to hone their 
performance skills and audiences, from adults to children, to appreciate the beauty of 
Shakespeare’s language and characters.  
 
Amount Awarded: $4,302 



 
 
 
The Choral Society of the Palm Beaches, Inc. 
 
Cultural Council grant funds will be used to hire professional musicians, an Artistic 
Director/Conductor and an accompanist to assist us in the production of two concert series 
for the 2022-23 Season.  These funds will be matched by patron contributions and other 
sources of revenue.   In the past we have been fortunate in securing actual Broadway talent 
who have deep roots in Palm Beach County.  We are planning to revive our Young Artist 
Vocal Competition in the Spring, and depending on our concert dates, the winners of the 
competition should be able to perform with us.  Participation by student winners depends 
largely on the academic calendar and other student commitments, so planning is a 
challenge.  We have reached out to members of the PBC school district for guidance to help 
with planning.  With the move of performances to West Palm Beach, in addition to 
maintaining the following we have from our north Palm Beach residents, we anticipate 
attracting a new crowd of patrons that love choral music from the West Palm Beach market.  
It is also our hope to expand collaborations with other arts organizations in the area.   
 
Amount Awarded: $4,410 
 
The Elevar Foundation 
 
Elevar Foundation’s Community Engagement Week will bring high-quality performances, 
masterclasses, and lessons to over 2450 low-income and elderly Palm Beach County 
residents who may otherwise not have this opportunity. Grant dollars will provide stipends 
for the Foundation’s prestigious Elmar Oliveira International Violin Competition (EOIVC) 
winners who will perform and instruct at schools, senior care and residential facilities, and 
EOIVC semi-final and final rounds at Lynn University. Elmar Oliveira’s vision of building a 
bond between performing artists and the communities they serve is the cornerstone of the 
Elevar Foundation. Young violinists, age 16 to 32, who participate in the EOIVC are learning 
their role in impacting the next generation of musicians while they ‘give back’ to their host 
community. 
 
 It remains an Elevar Foundation priority to bring performance art to disadvantaged and 
marginalized communities so they may benefit from its positive impact on health, well-
being, and educational achievement. In addition, the program will enhance the careers of 
two Asian American and one yet-to-be named violinists who deliver the performances. Dates 
for the EOIVC semi-final and final concerts have been confirmed, while discussions are 
underway with venues that have confirmed their participation in the Community 
Engagement Week that will be finalized for Spring 2023 or during the first two weeks of 
September 2023.  
 
Amount Awarded: $5,028 
 
The Friends of Sandoway House Nature Center, Inc dba Sandoway Discovery 
Center  
 
This grant would provide funding for Sandoway's Junior Naturalist Program, a STEM based 
science education program that teaches PB County students (with a focus on Title 1 
students) and visitors the importance of coastal conservation using live animal encounters, 



artifacts, and educational equipment through field trips and public programming.  Grant 
funding will support teacher salaries, educational shark or alligator tooth necklace craft and 
advertising for our program.  
 
Amount Awarded: $12,826 
 
 
The Masterworks Chorus of the Palm Beaches, Inc.   
 
Handle’s “Messiah" Concert will be presented with full orchestra and professional soloists at 
two locations in Palm Beach County in December 2022. The locations are The Royal 
Poinciana Chapel, 60 Cocoanut Row, Palm Beach, FL and First United Methodist Church of 
Jupiter-Tequesta.  Confirmation of dates are pending.  It is anticipated that an audience of 
1300 will be in attendance. 
 
The primary purpose of the Masterworks Chorus of the Palm Beaches is to expose and 
educate its members and the general public to great choral masterpieces. The performance 
of these works from all nationalities, styles, and periods will educate, enrich, and enhance the 
quality of life of its members and the patrons, who come to hear this beautiful and time-
tested music. A secondary goal is to make our performances affordable to all: the chorus 
continually strives to trim costs and keep ticket prices low so that more members of the 
community can come and hear this beautiful “live” music. In addition, it’s important that 
students are exposed to classical music and one of our goals is to continue working with local 
schools to incorporate choral students into our programs. In doing so, we give these children 
exposure to an adult choral group in hopes they might continue America’s great choral 
tradition as they become adults.   
 
Amount Awarded: $4,033 
 
The Taras Oceanographic Foundation, Inc.  
 
The Ocean of Notes Concert Series is a unique cultural event, promoting music, musicians, 
and their craft, while also educating the audience about the importance of dolphin and 
ocean conservation. The concerts have proven to provide memorable experiences for people 
across all income levels, while also advancing changes in attitudes. This program has a 
successful track record of more than a decade. It is the interaction of sounds, tempo, and 
pitch that creates music, just as facts and knowledge, combined with imagination, 
conjecture and inspiration produces new scientific discoveries. Research has shown that it is 
not only impossible to live life without interaction with sound, whether we are involved in 
making, creating, or listening to it, but that listening to music contributes to cognitive 
abilities and overall intelligence (Mozart Effect). Music is also directly related to our 
conservation research; dolphins whistle, whales sing beautiful songs, and a myriad of living 
things as well as currents and tides perform a symphony that reverberates through the 
marine environment. Recognizing that sharing this acoustic world greatly facilitates 
educating the public about dolphin and ocean conservation in general, but also specific 
issues including the harmful impacts of microplastics, global warming and sea level rise, we 
created the Ocean of Notes Concert Series with the following goals in mind: to promote 
music, musicians and their craft, and to provide people across all income levels with an 
opportunity to experience live performances while learning about the important 
conservation work we do (during the intermission). The grant dollars will be used to cover 
artist fees, venue rental and travel related costs. 
 



Amount Awarded: $4,813 
 
 
 
West Third Street Dance Corp. dba Debra Weiss Dance Company  
 
The grant will be used to fund Broadway Dance (BD), a free afterschool and summer 
program of the Debra Weiss Dance Company for at-risk low-income youth aged 9-14 from 
Boca Raton.  BD will present a program in Allen's Place Pearl City Community Garden 
(APPCCG) and at Boca Raton's MLK JR Celebration on January 12 & 16, 2023 on themes of 
diversity and healthy living.   On June 19, 2023, BD students will present a program at 
APPCCG, celebrating Juneteenth. Broadway Dance (BD) is a free afterschool and summer 
program of the Debra Weiss Dance Company for at-risk low-income youth aged 9-14 from 
Boca Raton.  It is directed by Dr. Debra Weiss, Artistic Director of the Debra Weiss Dance 
Company, who has 30+ years' experience working with at-risk youth.   
 
DISC is our community partner. BD performances are free and open to the public.  They serve 
a diverse multicultural group from the southern part of Palm Beach County.  Our Broadway 
Dance performances are promoted by the City of Boca Raton, DISC, the Cultural Council of 
Palm Beach County, UUFBR, and by the Debra Weiss Dance Company.   
 
Amount Awarded: $4,571 
 
 
Youth Orchestra of Palm Beach County, Inc.  
 
Youth Orchestra of Palm Beach County (YOPBC) is founded on the belief that “Music 
Changes Lives.” Youth, ages 6-22, from diverse backgrounds, benefit from YOPBC’s in-person 
school-year afternoon music program and summer program that includes instruction, 
rehearsal time, and the joy of performing live. Studying and playing music helps youngsters 
gain self-esteem, improve academic performance, and build interpersonal skills. C1 funding 
will be used to cover some of the costs of faculty salaries.  
 
YOPBC provides members with hands-on music instruction, opportunities to perform on 
stage in venues throughout the county, and the chance to form lasting friendships with 
peers. The program channels its members into four separate orchestras – each orchestra 
represents a different level of musicianship. Auditions are required for placement purposes. 
For those who make the cut, the age and social maturity of a child, as well as prior music 
training, performance experience, and the readiness to grow musically are all factors that 
determine the orchestra where each member is placed.  Move-up auditions each year allow 
members to take on new artistic challenges and move to the next orchestra level.  
 
Amount Awarded: $10,003 
 


