
Miami-Dade County

Art in Public Places

Department of Cultural Affairs

Call to Artists:

Grove Central



ART IN PUBLIC PLACES OF THE MIAMI-DADE COUNTY DEPARTMENT 

OF CULTURAL AFFAIRS IS A NATIONALLY RENOWNED PUBLIC ART 

COMMISSIONING PROGRAM

One of the first public art programs in the United States, Art in Public Places 

was established in 1973 with the passage of an ordinance allocating 1.5% of 

capital costs of new local government buildings for the purchase or 

commission of artworks in Miami-Dade County. Art in Public Places is 

overseen by a citizens’ Trust appointed by the Board of County 

Commissioners. The Trust receives recommendations on acquisitions and 

commissions from the Professional Advisory Committee, an independent 

group of professionals in the field of art, art history, public art, architecture, 

landscape architecture and architectural history.

Art in Public Places strives to commission significant permanent works of 

public art from local, national, and international contemporary visual artists. 

The program’s commissions and acquisitions contribute to and reflect the 

critical dialogues and artistic methodologies of the time, while embracing the 

unique context of South Florida. Accessioned artworks join an internationally 

renowned collection of over 700 artworks and are preserved through a 

lifetime Maintenance and Repair Program. 

Art in Public Places is dedicated to enriching the public environment and to 

preserving and enhancing the artistic and civic pride of Miami-Dade County. 

Art in Public Places promotes collaboration and commissions that improve 

the visual quality of public spaces, transforming them from ordinary civic 

areas to places that can lift the spirit and connect with the community.

www.miamidadepublicart.org I @artinpublicplacesmdc ISAMU NOGUCHI’S SLIDE MANTRA, BAYFRONT PARK (1986)



THE MIAMI LINE

ROCKNE KREBS, 1984, 

THE BOLLARD PROJECT
JIM DRAIN, 2012

DROPPED BOWL WITH SCATTERED SLICES AND PEELS
CLAES OLDENBURG & COOSJE VAN BRUGGEN, 1990

CHROMATIC INDUCTION IN A DOUBLE 

FREQUENCY
CARLOS CRUZ-DIEZ, 2012

ZIFF BALLET OPERA HOUSE

JOSE BEDIA, 2006, 
RED M

ROSARIO MARQUARDT & ROBERTO BEHAR, 1996, 

LEANING ARCHES

ATHENA TACHA, 1984
PHARAOH’S DANCE

GARY MOORE, 2003

A WALK ON THE BEACH: TROPICAL GARDEN
MICHELE OKA DONER, 2012

SIGNATURE PROJECTS / MIAMI-DADE COUNTY ART IN PUBLIC PLACES 

SPACE MOVING LIGHT
TOMÁS SARACENO, 2018

I SEE MYSELF IN YOU…
HANK WILLIS THOMAS & NEKISHA DURRETT, 2019



Miami-Dade County Department of Cultural Affairs through its Art in Public 

Places Program and Miami-Dade County Department of Transportation and 

Public Works with partners Terra, Grass River Property, RSP Architects, and 

Touzet Studio request qualifications from professional artists and/or artist 

teams to commission artworks for the Grove Central development at the 

Coconut Grove Metrorail Station. The selected artist(s) will design unique 

artwork(s) that will contribute to the identity of this facility and engage 

employees, residents, visitors and passers-by in unexpected and delightful 

ways. It is envisioned that artworks will contribute to the overall Underline 

Masterplan for Public Art and amenities that encourage Miami-Dade 

residents to get out of their cars to walk, bike, exercise, visit, and gather. 

Themes:  participatory artworks, interaction, solar power, innovation, 

resiliency, pedestrian friendly, Grove-style, pubic engagement, eco, 

connectivity 

Brief How to Apply

Deadline: Friday, September 23, 11:59PM

10 Images completed work

CV & Brief Statement

Submit at: 

http://www.miamidadepublicart.org/#about-calls 

Total Project Budget

$1,122,000.00

*2-5 commissions are envisioned

*Construction credits for integrated artworks may enhance the total project 

budget. 

Eligibility

Open to professional visual artists or artist-led teams based in South 

Florida. Eligible artists create artwork on a regular basis for a duration of 

time in South Florida.

Location

Coconut Grove Metrorail Station, 2880 SW 28th lane, Miami, FL 33133in 

Miami Dade County. 
Grove Central 

Miami-Dade County Department of Cultural Affairs, Art in Public Places

111 NW 1st Street, Suite 625, Miami FL 33128

Call to Artists



About Grove Central 

Image courtesy of Touzet Studio



Detailed Description / Narrative
Situated at the northwest corner of SW 27th Avenue and US-1 and adjacent to the Coconut 

Grove Metrorail Station, Grove Central sits on 5.18 acres of as-of-right developable land. 

The site is controlled with a 90-year lease with Miami-Dade County. Designated as a 

transit-oriented development, Grove Central incorporates a landscaped pedestrian plaza 

seamlessly connecting Coconut Grove Metrorail Station and Miami’s renown Underline 

urban park to the projects' retail spaces. Designed as a highly energy-efficient and 

environmentally sustainable transit-oriented, mixed-use development; Grove Central will 

earn FBCG/NGBC green-building certification. The project plan includes significant 

upgrades to the adjacent transit station and incorporates The Underline, Miami’s unique 

10-mile linear park and urban trail. 

Grove Central will be Miami’s preeminent mixed-used commercial and residential hub 

designed for transit convenience, walkable lifestyle and environmental sustainability for 

decades to come. The Project’s central, urban-infill-location and the immediately adjacent 

Coconut Grove Metrorail Station provide residents easy access to all of Miami’s major 

employment centers, retail and entertainment hubs, universities, international airport, and 

particularly the central business districts of Coconut Grove, Coral Gables, Brickell and 

Downtown Miami.  Moreover, Grove Central offers residents immediate proximity to 

Miami’s best schools, waterfront parks, marinas and walkable village district. The Metrorail 

is located on the old Florida East Coast railroad right of way, which was pioneered by 

Henry Flagler at the turn of the last century.
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Opportunities for Public Art 
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Station 

Improvements
• Free standing sculpture for traffic circle

Cladding for columns

• Applications for underside of canopies

• Installation and wayfinding solutions to

enhance connectivity between various

modes of transportation (Metrorail, bus,

vehicle garage, Underline bicycle and

walking path)

• Cladding or two-dimensional application

to the exterior of Metrorail station wall

and to address utility buildings facing US-

1 (top left image)

• Concepts for exterior lighting

OPPORTUNITIES FOR PUBLIC ART
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR PUBLIC ART

Linear Plaza
• Free-standing sculptures and wall-based installations

within linear plaza

• Artworks that integrating with landscaping

components

• Artist design for pavers
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The Underline

• Site-specific artwork(s) for the exterior of the Metrorail 

and bus station that intersects with The Underline 

• Elements that create a transition from the Underline to 

Grove Central 

Coconut Grove is known as Miami’s oldest neighborhood. 

Dating back to the 1800s, this district holds historical 

significance of Bahamian migration to South Florida. Early 

settlers were lured by land grants offered to those who 

built a home, raised a crop, and remained in the region for 

at least five years. The Grove is now home to some of 

Miami’s most significant landmarks, a location ideal for 

learning about Miami’s rich history through spaces 

created for community programming. This area of The 

Underline will create an opportunity for artists to explore 

the region’s history and cultural identity through their 

work.
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Underline Integration 



About the Underline

Mission:

To deliver and activate a 120-acre, world-class linear park spanning 10-miles below Miami’s 

Metrorail that will transform regional mobility and celebrate diversity, culture and lifelong 

learning. Through innovative urban trails and creative programming, we are connecting people to 

their environment and each other to create a safe, healthy, equitable, and sustainable community.

History and Partnership: 

The land below Metrorail was purchased by Miami-Dade County in the 1970s to build the 

Metrorail above-ground railway.  In 2014 when Underline founder Meg Daly walked below 

Metrorail she recognized the opportunity to create a park from the underutilized land.  

Miami-Dade County Department of Transportation and Public Works has partnered with the 

Underline to procure contractors and build The Underline by phase. The first phase in the Brickell

area is under construction and will be completed in 2020. Through an agreement approved by the 

Board of County Commissioners, Friends of The Underline will direct and support the operations, 

management and programming through private contributions. www.theunderline.org

The underline



Art on The Underline
The Underline will be a destination for public art that attracts residents and visitors 

alike and complements the thriving art scene throughout Miami-Dade County. 

Incorporating space for public art into the design framework and related Metrorail 

stations, the Art Masterplan and development will be a collaboration of Art in Public 

Places of the Miami-Dade County Department of Cultural Affairs, and Friends of the 

Underline Art Advisory. Art along the corridor will be both temporary and permanent 

with the purpose of exciting civic engagement and highlighting the uniqueness of 

surrounding architecture and neighborhoods.

Artworks are envisioned to create an inclusive platform for a diversity of voices through 

playful and innovative projects that invite the public to interact with the work and each 

other. James Corner Field Operations, the firm that designed New York’s celebrated 

High Line elevated park, has created the design criteria for The Underline which 

includes biking and pedestrian trails. This multi-modal, world-class urban trail and 

platform for artistic expression is envisioned to create a safer, healthier, more 

connected, mobile and engaged community. The Underline will be open to all and 

serve all with amenities and art that will connect people to place and each other.

Nicolas Lobo, The Brutal Workout, 2016. Installation view, Brickell Metrorail Station. 

Temporary public art commissioned by Art in Public Places, ArtPlace America and Friends of 

the Underline. Image courtesy of the artist and Art in Public Places, Miami-Dade County 

Department of Cultural Affairs
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Estimated 

Schedule
This schedule is subject to change 

Estimated Project Schedule

"Grove Central" Coconut Grove 

Station 

Call to Artists Released & Promoted July  21, 2022

Application Deadline Friday, September 23, 2022

Initial PAC: Short List Created Tuesday, September 27, 2022

Trust: Approval of Short List and Proposal Contracts October 11, 2022

Artist Orientation or Conference Call October 18, 2022

Artist Concept Consultation October 24-26, 2022

Draft Review & Feedback meeting

November 7-9, 2022

Artist Draft Proposals Submitted November 15, 2022

PAC: Short List Artist Presentations and Finalists 

Recommendation   November 17,  2022

Trust: Approval of Finalist Recommendation December 13, 2022

Estimated Completion 2023
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How To Apply

DEADLINE

Friday, September 23, 11:59PM

SUBMIT

-10 samples of completed work

-CV

-Brief artist statement

SUBMIT AT

http://www.miamidadepublicart.org/#about-calls

ELIGIBILITY

Open to professional visual artists or artist-led teams based in 

South Florida. Eligible artists create artwork on a regular basis for a 

duration of time in South Florida.

Artists are invited to identify each work sample with the medium, dimensions, 

date, location, client/agency, size, budget, completion date (if applicable), and 

brief written description. Artists who work in video, sound, installations, and 

kinetic sculpture may submit a short selection of video, audio or dynamic media 

file. The application platform, Submittable, is free to register and use. Artists are 

not invited to submit proposal concepts at this time. 

PLEASE, NOTE THAT UPON SHORTLIST RECOMMENDATION, ART IN 

PUBLIC PLACES WILL CONTRACT DIRECTLY WITH AND COMMUNICATE 

SOLELY WITH THE ARTIST AND/OR HIS OR HER DESIGNEES.  

ARTIST REPRESENTATIVES INCLUDING GALLERISTS OR OTHER THIRD 

PARTIES ARE ENCOURAGED TO SUBMIT QUALIFICATIONS ON BEHALF OF 

AN ARTIST;  WITH THE ARTIST’S EXPLICIT CONSENT AND 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT THAT ALL FURTHER COMMUNICATIONS AND 

CONTRACTUAL RELATIONS ASSOCIATED TO THIS OPPORTUNITY ARE TO 

BE DIRECTLY HANDLED BY THE ARTIST AND/OR HIS OR HER DESIGNEES.  

For questions, please contact:

Amanda Sanfilippo Long

Curator & Artist Manager, Art in Public Places

Miami-Dade County Department of Cultural Affairs

111 NW 1st Street, Ste. 625, Miami FL 33128

amandas@miamidade.gov

305-375-5436
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Process 
Pursuant to the processes of the Miami-Dade County Art in Public Places Program, a three-member group of art and architectural professionals

drawn from the Professional Advisory Committee (PAC) will recommend a shortlist of artists to create full proposals to the Art in Public Places

Trust. The primary criteria for shortlist selection will be previous artistic accomplishment as demonstrated in images of completed artwork, public

art experience, and/or initial design approach to the project as demonstrated in the artist’s statement. Artists who have not created public art before

are warmly invited to apply. If appropriate, the PAC reserves the right to recommend artists who may not have applied to this Call.

Upon being recommended to prepare full proposals, shortlisted artists will receive detailed information regarding the opportunities for public art.

Artists will also be invited to attend a site visit and Artist Orientation meeting, and will have the opportunity to meet with the client, including the

design & the construction teams, and Art in Public Places staff.

Shortlisted Artists will receive a proposal honorarium commensurate to the number of proposals they present, as well as an allowance for travel-

related expenses for personally attending the recommended meetings in Miami-Dade County including the Artist Orientation and final proposal

presentation meeting. Artists may choose to present their final proposals via video conference. Art in Public Places staff will be available to support

inquiries throughout the process. Upon the presentation of proposals, the PAC will again make recommendations for final commissions to the Art in

Public Places Trust for their consideration.
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About the Partners
ABOUT MIAMI-DADE COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF CULTURAL AFFAIRS, ART IN PUBLIC PLACES

One of the first public art programs in the country, Miami-Dade Art in Public Places was established in 1973 with the passage of an ordinance allocating 1.5% of

construction cost of new county buildings for the purchase or commission of artworks, educational programs and collection maintenance. The Art Trust Fund is

administered by a County Commission-appointed citizens’ board, the Art in Public Places Trust, in consultation with its Professional Advisory Committee. The Miami-Dade

County Department of Cultural Affairs and the Cultural Affairs Council develop cultural excellence, diversity and participation throughout Miami-Dade County by strategically

creating and promoting opportunities for artists and cultural organizations, and our residents and visitors who are their audiences. Through staff, board and programmatic

resources, the Department, the Council and the Trust promote, coordinate and support Miami-Dade County’s more than 1,000 not-for-profit cultural organizations as well as

thousands of resident artists through grants, technical assistance, public information and interactive community planning. The Department directs the Art in Public Places

program and serves its board, the Art in Public Places Trust, commissioning, curating, maintaining and promoting the County’s art collection. The Department receives

funding through the Miami-Dade County Mayor and Board of County Commissioners, The Children’s Trust, the National Endowment for the Arts, the State of Florida

through the Florida Department of State, Division of Cultural Affairs and the Florida Council on Arts and Culture, and the John S. and James L. Knight Foundation. Other

support and services are provided by TicketWeb for the Culture Shock Miami program, the Greater Miami Convention and Visitors Bureau, the South Florida Cultural

Consortium and the Tourist Development Council. www.miamidadepublicart.org and www.miamidadearts.org

ABOUT MIAMI-DADE COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC WORKS

The Department of Transportation and Public Works (DTPW) has been created to improve the sustainability of our transportation networks as part of a wider goal of

creating more vibrant, livable, sustainable cities and improving the quality of life for our residents. Embracing the concept of ''mobility management,'' a strategic approach to

service coordination and customer service that is becoming a worldwide trend in the public transportation sector, our transit agency is moving away from the traditional role

as a fixed-route service operator, and toward collaboration with other transportation providers, both public and private, to create a full range of well synchronized mobility

services within our community. DTPW will include the functions of Miami-Dade Transit, along with the County Engineer, Traffic Operations (to include Traffic Engineering

and Traffic Signals and Signs), Construction and Maintenance (to include Road, Bridge and Canal Maintenance), and Highway Planning (to include Roadway Engineering

and the Right of Way Division), as well as the Passenger Transportation Regulation function from the Regulatory and Economic Resources Department.
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About the Partners
ABOUT TERRA

Terra is an integrated development firm in South Florida focused on creating sustainable, design-oriented communities that enhance neighborhoods and bring people

together. Founded in 2001 by father and son Pedro and David Martin, the company has played a significant role in the prosperous transformation of the region. The firm's

portfolio includes luxury high-rises, single family homes, townhouses, retail shopping centers, office space and multifamily apartments, both in urban and suburban areas.

Each development is a strategic investment in the region, with the impact on individual communities always carefully considered. Their passion for South Florida goes

well beyond business, with directors and staff alike taking an active role in charitable, civic, arts, and cultural organizations. Terra’s land acquisitions are strategically

located throughout South Florida. Their focus began in Miami Beach; moving to Dadeland with a 2-phase Metropolis high-rise residence; continuing the success in the

Omni area just north of downtown and around downtown Miami, the City of Doral and other parts of South Florida.

ABOUT GRASS RIVER PROPERTY

Grass River Property is a real estate investment and services company based in Coconut Grove, Florida. With deep Florida roots, Grass River executives have extensive

track records across U.S. markets and abroad in virtually every commercial and residential asset class. With experience executing hundreds of complex investment,

development and finance transactions, Grass River professionals approach every transaction with creativity, innovation and forethought.

ABOUT FRIENDS OF THE UNDERLINE

Friends of The Underline (FUL) is a non-profit organization advocating and fundraising to build, manage, maintain and program The Underline a 120-acre park spanning

10-miles below Miami’s Metrorail from Brickell Station to Dadeland South Station. The Underline’s trails, facilities, art and programming will connect people to nature and

each other creating a safer, healthier, more mobile, equitable and sustainable community. www.theunderline.org
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