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CULTURAL COUNCIL OF PALM BEACH COUNTY PUBLISHES ARTS EDUCATION SURVEY   

 Survey shows 47 Palm Beach County cultural organizations contributed over $11.8 million in educational 

programming during the 2016-2017 school year 

 

The Cultural Council of Palm Beach County recently released its first-ever 2018 Palm Beach County Arts and Cultural 

Education Survey to shed light on the powerful impact of arts education in The Palm Beaches. 

 

Conducted by Surale Phillips of Decision Support Partners and commissioned by the Cultural Council, the survey 

collected information from 47 Palm Beach County nonprofit cultural organizations about their PreK-12 educational 

activities during the 2016-17 school year. 

  

Last week, the Council hosted Palm Beach County superintendent Dr. Donald E. Fennoy, who addressed the survey’s 

results before a group of educators and leaders of cultural organizations. He also discussed how the community can help 

underserved children participate in arts opportunities and the importance of arts funding.  

 

“The Palm Beach County School District has 180 schools, 167,000 students and 650 fine arts teachers,” said Dr. Fennoy. “It 

is proven that kids who focus on arts and academics are outperforming kids who solely focus on academics.”  

 

According to the survey, together 47 cultural organizations: 

• Provided more than 430,000 educational experiences to students (over 32,000 hours) 

• Served 90 percent of district schools and nearly 300 other county learning locations 

• Contributed more than $11.8 million in educational programming to schools 

• Tracked over 53,000 volunteer hours 

• Administered over 17,600 professional development experiences to teachers 

 

“People need to know the arts are important,” said Dr. Fennoy. “We’ve got to find ways to attract the best possible 

teachers to work with our kids to help them reach their fullest potential. We haven’t increased the funding that schools 

receive for things like instruments in over 20 years. We have the support of the community – now we need the support of 

the district.” 

 

Dave Lawrence, the Council’s president & CEO, agrees. 

  

“There is no doubt that arts education significantly impacts Palm Beach County students,” he said. “Each student’s success 

in life is affected by their involvement with the arts. These numbers provide ample evidence that the arts are important for 

students now and for generations to come. That’s why the Council will – alongside our community – continue to 

champion, engage and grow the arts here in Palm Beach County.” 

 

For more information on the 2018 Palm Beach County Arts and Cultural Education Survey, visit 

palmbeachculture.com/advocacy.  
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ABOUT THE CULTURAL COUNCIL OF PALM BEACH COUNTY  

 

The Cultural Council of Palm Beach County is the official support agency for arts and culture in The Palm Beaches, Florida’s 

Cultural Capital®. The Council provides grants to cultural organizations and professional artists, advocates for arts and 

cultural funding, enhances local arts education, offers support services to foster growth of the cultural sector and 

promotes cultural tourism.  

 

The Cultural Council also serves as a venue for exhibitions and performances featuring artists who live or work in Palm 

Beach County, and provides additional programming at its headquarters in the historic Robert M. Montgomery, Jr. 

Building in Downtown Lake Worth. Also on the property are the Roe Green Uniquely Palm Beach Store featuring hand-

crafted items by local artists; the Jean S. and Frederic A. Sharf Visitor Information Center, a VISIT FLORIDA-designated 

Florida Certified Tourism Information Center; and the Project Space, an open-air garden for live music and large-scale 

sculpture.  

 

The Cultural Council’s three galleries, store and visitor’s center is open to the public from 10 a.m. – 5 p.m., Tuesday 

through Saturday. For more information, including a complete calendar of cultural activities in The Palm Beaches, visit 

palmbeachculture.com 
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